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CRONKITE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM 
& MASS COMMUNICATION

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC SERVICE &
COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS

SCHOOL OF NURSING &
HEALTH INNOVATION

SUNDEVIL FITNESS
CENTER/YMCA

POST OFFICE/
STUDENT UNION

COLLEGE OF 
HEALTH SOLUTIONS

TAYLOR PLACE
RESIDENCE HALLS

CENTER FOR LAW & 
SOCIETY (COMPLETE)

ASU DOWNTOWN

CAMPUS, 2015

• NINE NEW OR 

RENOVATED 

• BUILDINGS

• $500M PUBLIC + 

PRIVATE

• INVESTMENT

• ENROLLMENT: 13,000+

• EMPLOYMENT: 1,500+

• RESIDENTIAL POP:  

1400 ON CAMPUS

• ANNUAL ASU 

INVESTMENT:

• $156M+

FUTURE CREATIVE
CITY CENTER
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Types of innovation economy location
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Innovation 

districts 

e.g. Tech City, 

East London

Innovation 

corridors

Innovation 

campuses

Individual 

sites
e.g. Washington DC 

Digital Tech Corridor

e.g. Kista, 

Stockholm

e.g. iHub, 

Nairobi



12 case studies



Imperatives for real estate success

• Ensure a robust technology platform

• Multiply routes to capital

• Collaborate with mature institutions

• Create a multi-stage vision for growth

• Find the balance between confidentiality and transparency

• Show hands-on leadership to grow value



Rotterdam workshop



Rotterdam’s inner-city innovation locations



Key focus and questions
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• The role played by ‘catalyst’ investors, corporate stakeholders and the 

city government in creating innovation districts, and how this evolves over 

time.

• The land use and real estate implications of innovation districts. 

• How to brand, communicate and promote Rotterdam’s innovation focus 

to build identity and successfully attract talent, investors and businesses?



Common physical assets of innovation districts



Innovation sectors, assets and ecosystems in the 
four cities



The relationship between innovation 
ecosystems and innovation districts 



Fostering an innovation ecosystem and 
district through the cycle - the role of 
investors, developers and city governments 



Key success factors for innovation district 
development 



Thank you!
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Makers Quarter Projects
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• Flex-Tech Buildings
• 2-3 star Hotel
• Small Strip Retail Center

Research Triangle Park  
Park Center Site (circa 1995) 



• New Retail/New Hotel
• Residential
• Pedestrian Connectivity
• Recreation Areas
• Entertainment Venues
• Commons for Millennials
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