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Centers of employment 

Destination for students 

Purchasers of  goods and services 

National centers of research 

Curator and generator of  arts and culture 

Drivers of  economic development 

Anchor Institutions Matter 



University of Pennsylvania 

 

 

 



Can placemaking drive innovation? 
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Midtown Detroit  
Anchor Strategy 

 
 



Midtown Anchor Strategies 

• Live Midtown: Purchase, 

rental, and retention housing 

incentives for anchor 

employees 

 

• Buy Detroit: effort focused on 

increasing purchases from 

Detroit based businesses 

 

• Midtown Detroit Inc. Leads 

real estate development, 

community development, 

marketing, events and essential 

neighborhood services in 

Midtown Detroit 



Innovation and place: 

TechTown  
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TechTown today 
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TechTown District Plan 

Source: Sasaki and Associates  
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