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Located directly on Minneapolis’s Midtown Greenway, MoZaic offers tenants and  

visitors an array of transportation options. (Saari Photography)

MoZaic
Minneapolis, Minnesota

MOZAIC is a mixed-use office building in Minneapolis adjacent 

to the bustling Midtown Greenway. To leverage access to the 

Greenway, MoZaic’s developer worked to include a pedestrian 

and bicyclist bridge and ramp from the project site to the path, 

giving walkers and cyclists direct access to the building. 

QUICK FACTS
Location 

1350 Lagoon Avenue, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Status

Opened in 2012; new phase 

expected to open in 2017

Type of Project

Mixed-use; office, retail, and 

automobile parking

Site Size

1.4 acres (0.6 ha)

Building Size

77,000 square feet (7,200 sq m); 

200,000 square feet (18,600 sq m)  

in new phase

Rental Rates

Average office lease rates of $26  

per square foot ($280 per sq m)

Project Cost

$45 million; $65 million for  

new phase

Developer

Ackerberg Group

Architects

BKV Group, Perkins + Will Architects

Lender

MidCountry Bank

Equity Partner

Undisclosed

Bike Amenities

Pedestrian/bike bridge with ramp  

to trail, bike storage, showers,  

and lockers

Nearby Bicycle Infrastructure

Adjacent to the Midtown Greenway

Health Features

Plans for fitness center in  

new phase

 “The Greenway is a critical amenity for MoZaic.  

We find our tenants love the ease and accessibility  

it provides.” >> Stuart Ackerberg, CEO, Ackerberg Group 
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Context for Development

MoZaic is a 77,000-square-foot (7,200 sq m) office, retail, and 
structured automobile parking development that opened in  
2012 in the Uptown area of Minneapolis. A new 200,000-square-
foot (18,600 sq m) mixed-use building, called MoZaic East, is  
in development and is expected to open in 2017 next to the 
existing building. 

Developed by Ackerberg Group, MoZaic provides direct access 
to the Midtown Greenway, a 5.5-mile (8.8 km) commuter trail in 
Minneapolis that sees up to 5,460 users per day. 

The Midtown Greenway forms connections to the Uptown 
Transit Center, a bus transportation facility, as well as to other 
regional trails that link the neighborhood to downtown  
Minneapolis and surrounding areas. 

The connection to the Midtown Greenway has contributed  
to the success of MoZaic, as Ackerberg Group’s chief executive 
officer, Stuart Ackerberg, explains. “Whether it’s walking, biking, 
blading, running, or boarding, the Greenway is used all the time. 
The Greenway is a critical amenity for MoZaic. We find our 
tenants love the ease and accessibility it provides.” 

Active Transportation–Friendly Features

MoZaic is an example of trail-oriented development, since it faces 
the Midtown Greenway and provides a dedicated connection to 
the trail. MoZaic’s active transportation–friendly features in the 
existing and future phases of development include the following: 
>> Pedestrian and bicyclist bridge and ramp. This bridge links 

MoZaic’s tenants and visitors directly to the Midtown Greenway.
>> Bicycle storage. Plans for MoZaic East include 50 to 60 bike 

parking stalls for employees. 
>> Locker room with showers. Employees who work at MoZaic 

East’s office spaces will be able to use showers and changing 
rooms after riding to work. 

Development Lessons

When MoZaic opened in 2012, the Uptown neighborhood lacked 
a significant supply of Class A office space, but Ackerberg Group 
believed that the area’s growing stock of housing for young 
professionals and role as a transportation hub would support 
office development. 

To provide direct access to MoZaic for the area’s many active 
transportation enthusiasts, Ackerberg Group worked with local 
government officials and representatives from a nearby devel-
opment to advance the construction of a bicycle and pedestrian 
ramp and bridge between MoZaic and the Midtown Greenway. 

The bridge and ramp cost $370,000 and was constructed with 
$265,000 in funding from the Hennepin County Transit-Oriented 
Development program, which supports projects that encourage 

walking and bicycling. The remaining $105,000 in funding was 
provided by Ackerberg Group and Greco, the developer of an 
adjacent property. 

The improved connection to MoZaic aided in its marketability. 
Stuart Ackerberg notes, “The ease of access to our project— 
including from the Midtown Greenway—definitely allowed us  
to charge premium rental rates. Whether employees get to  
the building by car, bus, [or] bike or on foot, MoZaic offers  
tremendously diverse transit options.”

After opening, MoZaic saw immediate success and main-
tained a 100 percent occupancy rate as of 2016. Tenants include 
residential and commercial real estate companies, marketing 
and advertising agencies, and financial services firms. 

The public/private cost-sharing agreement that resulted in the 
creation of the Midtown Greenway bicycle and pedestrian ramp 
and bridge shows how public sector transportation priorities and 
private development objectives can be aligned. 

By investing in access to the Midtown Greenway, Ackerberg 
Group was able to provide a public amenity for Uptown  
residents and businesses that supported regional active 
transportation goals, while at the same time creating a facility 
that added value for MoZaic tenants and increased the  
project’s overall marketability. 

Patrons of restaurants located on MoZaic’s ground floor  

have convenient active transportation access to the building.  

(Saari Photography)


