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Where are we?





1887



Building of CPR

May 23,1887 

CPR train                               

connects Canada



First C.P.R. Passenger Train to arrive in Vancouver 

May 23, 1887 

1887

C.P.R. ship Abyssinia arrives
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1890

Streetcars in Vancouver 



Streetcars in Vancouver 
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Mount Pleasant

Suburban City









“And from here forward,    

it’s transit, transit, transit.”

- Bob Rennie



1948



Fraser Valley   May 29 1948 

CATASTROPHE



Lower Mainland  

Regional Planning Board
Established June 21, 1949



“A Pattern for Tomorrow: 
“A Vision for Metro Vancouver for the futuristic date of 1990.” 

1952

“Cities in a Sea of Green”



“Cities in a Sea of Green”

Proposed Regional Plan

1963



Agricultural Land Reserve

1973



Constraints                               

catalysed creativity

• In how we lived
• In how we moved



A half century of                          

urban innovation.

False Creek



Vancouverism



1972



Streetcar 

Trolley City

Chinatown Freeway

The Most 

Important 

Thing That 

Never 

Happened





1997 City of Vancouver 

Transportation Plan 



• No increase in road capacity

• Accommodate growth through 

walking, cycling, and transit

• Support regional TDM measures

• Maintain good truck access

• Support neighbourhood traffic 

calming

• Provide services & jobs close to 

home

Key Elements of 1997 Plan
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Downtown Vancouver

1996-2011

1996 - 2011

+10%

PEOPLE 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

-25%

VEHICLES 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

+26%

DOWNTOWN 

JOBS

1996 - 2011

+75%

DOWNTOWN 

POPULATION

Peak periods = 7-9 am, 11am - 1pm, 3-6pm)

Source: City of Vancouver estimates based on screenline counts and census information. 

Change in population & job numbers have been rounded to the nearest 1%, and screenline counts to the nearest 5%.

(peak periods) (peak periods)



Downtown Vancouver

1996-2011

1996 - 2011

+10%

PEOPLE 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

-25%

VEHICLES 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

+26%

DOWNTOWN 

JOBS

1996 - 2011

+75%

DOWNTOWN 

POPULATION

Peak periods = 7-9 am, 11am - 1pm, 3-6pm)

Source: City of Vancouver estimates based on screenline counts and census information. 

Change in population & job numbers have been rounded to the nearest 1%, and screenline counts to the nearest 5%.

(peak periods) (peak periods)



Downtown Vancouver

1996-2011

1996 - 2011

+10%

PEOPLE 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

-25%

VEHICLES 

ENTERING 

DOWNTOWN

1996 - 2011

+26%

DOWNTOWN 

JOBS

1996 - 2011

+75%

DOWNTOWN 

POPULATION

Peak periods = 7-9 am, 11am - 1pm, 3-6pm)

Source: City of Vancouver estimates based on screenline counts and census information. 

Change in population & job numbers have been rounded to the nearest 1%, and screenline counts to the nearest 5%.

(peak periods) (peak periods)



Central Vancouver Screenline



1960

1976

2010

Traffic into Downtown Vancouver



Traffic volumes in and out of 

Downtown Vancouver today 

are about the same as   

1965



Bute Street       

minipark at Haro

Traffic calming / Road diets



Robson Street



“Urban Pasture” parkette 



Dunsmuir Street separated bike lane

Cycle Tracks



Hornby Street separated bike lane



Revaluing Parking

http://pricetags.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/parkade-21.jpg
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Auto City

Transit City

Walking 

City

Vancouver Core



Port Mann 

Bridge twin

South Fraser 

Perimeter Road

Golden Ears 

Crossing

Sea to 

Sky 

widening
Pitt River 

Crossing

Highway 1 

widening

Gateway Project and 

Freeway Expansions

Massey 

Bridge 





TSAWWASSEN MILLS
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Where are we?



Pixelcase



2015



pricetags.wordpress.com
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