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A Model For Living Well 



History 
The Pearson Dogwood facilities: 

 Dogwood Lodge houses 113 
residents; George Pearson Centre 
houses 122 residents; 

 were developed for institutional 
health care uses in the 1950s and 
1970s; 

 have been used exclusively for 
adults with physical disabilities or 
needing residential care;  

 are nearing obsolescence and 
must be replaced.  
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Opportunity: 10 Hectares (25 Acres) in the heart of  Vancouver 
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Goals 

Pearson Dogwood 
Redevelopment aspires to: 

 create a great mixed use 
community based on the 
concept of wellness; 

 leverage land value for 
rejuvenation of residential 
care facilities on and off-site;  

 meet municipal and 
provincial standards for 
sustainability and healthy 
living. 
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Concept Of Wellness 
 Base development decisions on 

principles of health promotion, 
prevention and, treatment; 

 Incorporate the “Determinants of 
Health” into project; 

 Promote wellness by integrating a 
range of market and non-market 
housing, health services and 
residential care into a complete 
community; 

 Provide access to housing, health 
care, public services, amenities, 
recreational and cultural activities; 

 Design and build the development 
to sustainability and evidence 
Based Design Principles. 
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Challenge 

 

Optimize financial 
proceeds for 

healthcare and build a 
community that 

contributes positively 
to the urban fabric  

and health of 
Vancouver. 

 

How to do this? 
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Integrated Design & Consultation 
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Determinants of Health  
*Public Health Agency of Canada 

 Income/Social Status/ Employment 

 Social Support/Education 

 Social Environment 

 Physical Environment 
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 Personal Health Practices 

 Healthy Child Development 

 Health Services 

 Culture 
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Design Response 
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Key Elements 
 Canada Line Station; 

 Community Health Hub – YMCA, 
Community Health Centre, Therapeutic 
Pool; 

 150 bed Residential Care Home 
(Dogwood replacement); 

 Distributed independent living for 
Peoples with Disabilities; 

 Open space; 

 District energy & storm water 
management; 

 Non-market housing; 

 Market housing. 
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Affordable Housing Mix 
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Projected Financial Outcome 

VCH will net up to$360 Million in proceeds for reinvestment 
into new residential and complex care beds, a new 
Community Health Centre ,and a new therapeutic pool on 
site and, numerous other health care infrastructure 
investments; 

VCH Property Trust Discussion 

 

 

 

 

UBC is currently 
evaluating and will 
convey the health 
benefits of  the project 
via evidence from 
published works. 

 

 



Thank you! 


