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DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in this presentation 
are my own. They are do not directly 
reflect those of my employer, the New 
York State Department of Health.



LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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• How Addressing SDOH Advances Health Equity

• The Built Environment & SDOH

• Cross-sector Investment in SDOH Intervention Projects

• Cross-sector SDOH Data Sharing

• The Intersection between SDOH & HLN 



ADDRESSING SDOH 
ADVANCES HEALTH EQUITY



HEALTH
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“Health is a state of complete physical, mental, 
and social well-being and not merely the 
absence of disease or infirmity.”



EQUITY
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Slide developed by Laura Gottlieb, MD, MPH with permission from Jack Maypole, MD 7
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Social Determinants of Health Overview



SDOH DOMAINS

Inadequate Housing 

Financial Security

Transportation Insecurity

Employment

Educations

Social Connectedness 

Abuse and Violence

Stress

Racism
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Food Insecurity

Physical Activity

Green Space / Nature

Neighborhood Safety
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Unmet social needs negatively impact health outcomes 
and quality of life. For example...

• Food insecurity correlates to higher levels of diabetes, 

hypertension, and heart failure.

• Housing instability factors into lower treatment 

adherence.

• Transportation barriers result in missed appointments, 

delayed care, and lower medication compliance.

Sourced: Gravity Project
1https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/socialdeterminants/faq.html
2https://www.bridgespan.org/insights/library/public-health/the-community-cure-for-health-care-(1)

Why are social needs important?

https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/socialdeterminants/faq.html
https://www.bridgespan.org/insights/library/public-health/the-community-cure-for-health-care-(1)


LEXICON
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BEING UPSTREAMISTS
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ULI
Health Leaders 
Influence

Community-Level 
Social Drivers of 
Health

Individual-
Level Health-
related Social 
Needs

Note: Adapted from Castrucci B. Auerbach J. Meeting Individual Social Needs Falls Short of Addressing Social Determinants of Health. Health Affairs Blog. January 16, 2019



DRIVERS OF HEALTH
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ULI Health Leader’s Primary Influence



THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
AS A SOCIAL DRIVER OF HEALTH



BUILT ENVIRONMENT & HEALTH IMPACT
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Physical Health
Lack of access to green spaces and high-traffic areas are elements of 
the built environment that contribute to physical health outcomes such 
asthma and respiratory illness.

Behavioral Health
Noise pollution, lack of privacy, and social isolation are elements of 
the built environment that contribute to mental health outcomes such as 
stress, depression, and anxiety.

Health Disparities
Lack of access to healthy food options in low-income neighborhoods 
and communities of color are elements of the built environment that 
contribute to health disparities such as higher rates of obesity and 
Diabetes.



BUILT ENVIRONMENT SDOH DOMAINS
Safe Neighborhoods & Environments
• Communities with environmental justice concerns face disparities in access 

to a healthy environment that are often the legacy of racial discrimination 
and segregation, redlining, exclusionary zoning, and other discriminatory 
land use decisions or patterns

Housing Security
• According to HUD, in 2021, over 8.53 million households were either living 

in severely inadequate rental conditions, paying more than one-half of their 
income toward rent, or both. 

• Inadequate housing can increase the risk of exposure to unsanitary 
conditions, lead poisoning, poor indoor air quality, climate-related hazards 
such as extreme temperatures and severe weather events.

Food Security
• In 2017, diet-related disease caused 22% of deaths worldwide. 
• A diet lacking in nutritious foods contributes to obesity, diabetes, heart 

disease, and other chronic illnesses which can all lead to premature death. 
• Broadening access to nutritious food is vital for helping people lead healthy 

lives and can also lower health care costs. 17



GREEN SPACE AS A SDOH

The Health Benefits of Nature with Eugenia South, MD, MSHP
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtFKjypxDu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtFKjypxDu4


CROSS-SECTOR
INVESTMENT IN INTERVENTION PROJECTS
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BLENDING & BRAIDING 
FUNDS 
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INDIVIDUAL & COMMUNITY-LEVEL 
PROJECTS



BUILT ENVIRONMENT PROJECTS
THAT ADDRESS SDOH

• Creating access to healthy, affordable food options, safe and 
accessible transportation, and recreational spaces in disadvantaged 
communities.

• Developing policies such as urban agriculture and community gardens, 
building sidewalks and bike lanes, and promoting mixed-income 
housing developments.

• Reducing exposure to pollutants, unsanitary conditions, climate-related 
and environmental hazards by cleaning up contaminated sites and 
improving air quality.
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FEDERAL
EXAMPLES
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White House U.S. Playbook to Address Social Determinants of Health
• Framework for federal agencies and other organizations across sectors to 

engage in efforts to address SDOH 
• Cited Gravity Project SDOH data standards

Federal Interagency Thriving Communities Network
• DOT, HUD, DOE, USDA, GSA, EPA: Government-wide framework for place-

based technical assistance for communities experiencing a history of 
systemic divestment

Housing and Services Resource Center (HSRC) 
• HUD and HHS (CDC, CMS, etc.): Joint technical assistance program to 

assist agencies address housing and health needs
Complete Streets

• DOT and CDC: Increase access to alternative, active modes of 
transportation

Community Care Hubs 
• ACL, HUD, USDA, CMS: Coordinated access to services and supports

Waiver Programs
• CMS: Policy vehicles states can use to test new or existing ways to deliver 

and pay for health services

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SDOH-Playbook-3.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/federal-interagency-thriving-communities-network
https://www.transportation.gov/federal-interagency-thriving-communities-network
https://acl.gov/HousingAndServices
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/complete-streets
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/section-1115-demo/demonstration-and-waiver-list/index.html


BUILT ENVIRONMENT EXAMPLES

24Home | ULI Building Healthy Places Toolkit

https://bhptoolkit.uli.org/


FEDERAL 
HOUSING
EXAMPLE

Housing and Services Partnership Accelerator Program 
• Federal Agencies: HUD, USDA, HHS, ACL, CDC, CMS, etc.
• Launched February 9, 2024
• A joint technical assistance program to assist agencies to 

coordinate federal resources to address housing and health-
related needs.

• Partnership was established to improve access to affordable 
housing and critical services to make community living possible 
for at-risk populations.

• 1000s of organizations have received TA
• Improve coordination between systems to increase stable 

housing in community 25

https://acl.gov/HousingAndServices/Accelerator


PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
HOUSING
EXAMPLE
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Health Insurance Companies Invest Deeply in 
Housing

• $800 million investment to date
• 20,000 affordable homes built
• In partnership with the Stewards of Affordable 

Housing for the Future and the National Affordable 
Housing Trust

• Communities include on-site health services for the 
people living in those neighborhoods, as well as 
access to public transportation and other essential 
services.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshuapollard/2023/03/02/humana-and-unitedhealth-want-to-invest-more-deeply-in-housing/?sh=784a7d951703
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshuapollard/2023/03/02/humana-and-unitedhealth-want-to-invest-more-deeply-in-housing/?sh=784a7d951703
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State Example
New York Health Equity Reform 1115 Waiver Program

$4B statewide over 3 years

ULI Heath Leaders Influence

• Housing / utilities: Community transitional 
supports, home remediation (repairs, pest 
eradication) and education services, rent 
payment (6 mo.) / temporary housing, tenancy 
services, utility costs.

• Food Insecurity: Medically tailored meals, 
nutritional counseling and classes, home 
delivered meal / pantry stocking, cooking 
supplies, fresh produce (6 mo.).

• Transportation: Public and private 
transportation to reach HRSN services above.



FOOD 
EXAMPLE
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CROSS-SECTOR 
DATA SHARING



DATA INTEROPERABILITY LEADS TO 
DATA JUSTICE
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DATA SHARING
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• US Census Bureau (national database on demographics)

• Community Needs Assessments (local/county health departments/ councils)

• Health Needs Assessments (local hospitals)

• Regional Comprehensive Plans (planning departments)

• CDC's Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

• Health Related Social Needs / Social Determinant of Health Needs Assessments



INDIVIDUAL-LEVEL SDOH ASSESSMENT
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Accountable Health Communities (AHC) 
Health-Related Social Needs (HRSN) Screening Tool



COMMUNITY-LEVEL NEEDS MAP
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FOOD SECURITY ACCESS MAP
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/lueg/food-system-initiative/sdc-food-deserts.pdf
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SDOH
Data

SDOH
Needs

SDOH
Projects

HLN

Equity



ROADMAP
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Policy and Program Levers

Cross-Sector Investment

Cross-Sector Collaboration

Data Quality and Interoperability

Addressing SDOH to Advance Health Equity



RECOMMENDED 
READING/LISTENING
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Reading
• Report: White House U.S. Playbook to Address Social 
Determinants of Health
• Report: HealthBegins Upstream Communication Toolkit
• Article: Greening Vacant Lots Reduces Feelings of 
Depression in City Dwellers, Penn Study Finds
• Article: Public Open space, Green exercise and well-being in 
Chittagong, Bangladesh
• Article: Federal funding may boost social determinants of 
health infrastructure
• Article: Improving Health And Well-Being Through 
Community Care Hubs

Listening
• Podcast: The Earth Disease: At the Intersection of Climate  
Change and Health Policy
• Podcast: The Other 80
• Audio Article: Humana And UnitedHealth Want To Invest 
More Deeply In Housing

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SDOH-Playbook-3.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/SDOH-Playbook-3.pdf
https://www.pennmedicine.org/news/news-releases/2018/july/greening-vacant-lots-reduces-feelings-of-depression-in-city-dwellers-penn-study-finds
https://www.pennmedicine.org/news/news-releases/2018/july/greening-vacant-lots-reduces-feelings-of-depression-in-city-dwellers-penn-study-finds
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866720306427
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1618866720306427
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/healthcare/our-insights/federal-funding-may-boost-social-determinants-of-health-infrastructure
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/healthcare/our-insights/federal-funding-may-boost-social-determinants-of-health-infrastructure
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/improving-health-and-well-being-through-community-care-hubs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/improving-health-and-well-being-through-community-care-hubs
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hp20220415.543795/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hp20220415.543795/full/
https://www.theother80.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshuapollard/2023/03/02/humana-and-unitedhealth-want-to-invest-more-deeply-in-housing/?sh=6347c8e81703
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joshuapollard/2023/03/02/humana-and-unitedhealth-want-to-invest-more-deeply-in-housing/?sh=6347c8e81703


THANK YOU
Jill Annunziata Debold, MPH, PMP

jannunziata1@gmail.com
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Q&A
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DISCUSSION
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What projects have you worked on 

that improved living conditions, 

behaviors, or social/institutional 

inequities? 

What are (inter)national are examples 

of policy and programs in place to 

incentivize cross-sector projects that 

address Social Drivers of Health?


