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For organizing the site, we took inspiration from 
the surrounding water bodies and the diagonal 
street that unfolds from the pedestrian bridge.

River + Axis Navigating constraints Extending green fingers

Structuring grids Control urban intensity Infuse with distinct character

Noting the human constraints on our site 
informs where we can place moments for work, 
live, play, and create. 

Swales act as fingers collecting stormwater on 
our site. Along the river, these fingers become 
channels to connect to historical port character

Following historical port patterns, our first grid 
is oriented toward the river, our second grid is 
informed by the diagonal avenue, and our third 
by Park Circle’s iconic road circles.

Providing a mix of uses and densities ensures 
a lively place along the retail diagonal while 
balancing the surrounding neighborhood. 

With the mix of grids, uses, and densities, Port Unity 
develops into sub neighborhoods that accentuate 
and reflect their relationships with industry, river, 
creek, and vital diagonal avenue.

There are no large-format grocery stores within two miles of our 
site, exacerbating nutritional inequity for the BIPOC communities 
that instead must rely on high-price, low selection convienience 
stores for nourishment.

A 5-ft sea level rise would overflow Noisette Creek into 
surrounding communities. However, the more immediate risk 
is from storm-induced flood risk and increasingly powerful 
hurricanes. Current shelters are far and not easily transit-
accessible.

Our site suffers from relatively poor public transportation access.  
Bus service is currently infrequent. A new BRT line is underway 
that bypasses the neighborhood, however an abandoned rail 
line provides an opportunity to connect to the BRT to improve 
transportation equity.

There are several schools near our site which could create a 
meaningful education-to-workforce pipeline if students are matched 
to local apprenticeships or receive college guidance from mentorship 
moments. 

Education + Workforce

Schools
BRT

Car

Local bus

USDA food deserts 5ft sea level rise flood plain

Food + Culture

Housing & Transportation

Education & Workforce

Food & Culture

Environment & Resilience

1   Creekside Housing
2   Riverfront Housing
3   Public Parking Garage
4   Bike-to-BRT Bridge and Trail
5   Water Taxi Station
6   Kayak/Canoe Rental
7   Bike Station
8   Marina

1   Student Micro-Housing
2   HBCU Mentorship Center
3   Innovation Lab
4   Childcare & Community Hall
5   Lowcountry School of the Maritime Arts
6   Water Mission
7   Retrofitted Firestation Cafe + Restaurant

1   Unity Square
2   Cooper River Hotel + Service Apartments
3   Lokal Grocery,  Market and Event Space
4   Art Exhibition Warehouse
5   Port Unity Event Square
6   Sports Cafe and Bar
7   Local Retail Street (Shared Space)
8   Floating Event Venue and Boardwalk
9   Vertical Farm
10  Health + Fitness Facility
11  Sports Fields
12  Noisette Plaza
13  Cooper Plaza
14  Cooper Plaza Hotel

1   Stormwater Retention Channel
2   Experiential and Experimental Farming
3   Unity Emergency Shelter
4   Noisette Eco-park
5   Creekside Boardwalk
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USES AND TYPOLOGIES

EVENT PROGRAMMING

URBAN SYSTEM
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RAILS

Charleston Wine + Food FestivalCharleston Half Marathon

Restaurant Week

New Years Day

Special Occassions Food + Dining Sports Arts + Music Education Others

High Water Festival North Charleston Arts Festival

Farmers Market

Food Truck and Craft Beer Festival

High Tide Festival 4th of July Festival Back to School Riverfront Revival 

Harvest Festival 

Christmas Festival 

Christmas Eve

New Years EveSt Paddys Day

Veterans Day

Meetup at Art Exhibition Warehouse Afterwork Meetup Night Market at One Porter PlazaPicnic at Cooper Park Park Cinema

Sunrise Yoga at Creekside ParkRecreation

Social

Food

Bouldering at Sports Facility

Birthday Bash Floating Event Venue

Boxing at Sports Facility Shopping at Unity Avenue Dancing at  Port Unity Event SquareFishing at Creekside Boardwalk

Afternoon Coffee Brunch at Cooper River Hotel Lunch at Porter CafeBreakfast at Lokal Grocery and Market Drinks at Coast BreweryDinner
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CONTEXT ANALYSIS

IN THE SPIRIT OF [PORT] UNITY

SUSTAINABLE NEIGHBORHOOD

PARK + YARD

DESIGN CONCEPT

Housing + Transportation

Environment + Resilience
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PROJECT PHASING STRATEGY

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
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$285,327,082

$427,990,123

$13,834,000

270 units

180 units

75 units

23%
Leveraged IRR

19%
Unleveraged IRR

1,790,618
Gross Square Feet (GSF)

$ 713,317,509
Development Budget

34%
Affordable

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT 
Excluding DoD Parcels

Neighborhood Neighborhood Neighborhood Neighborhood
UNITY SQUARE THE CHANNELS CREEKSIDE CAMPUS WORKSHOP
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Phase II Connecting Neighborhoods
2026-2030

12%
Leveraged IRR

10%
Unleveraged IRR

1,072,879
Gross Square Feet (GSF)

$ 378,243,304
Development Budget

40%
Affordable
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Phase I Catalyzing Livability
2024-2028

236,772 
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128,343 

83,887 

Residential
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14%
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717,739
Gross Square Feet (GSF)

$ 334,765,205
Development Budget
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Affordable
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Phase III Future Empowerment
2034-2038 (DoD parcels after 10 years)
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18%
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810,511
Gross Square Feet (GSF)

$ 437,868,914
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