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Climate Gentrification & 
Social Aspects of Planning

• Christopher De Sousa, Ph.D., MCIP, RPP 
• Professor & Associate Director, School of Urban & Regional Planning, Toronto 

Metropolitan University 
• Past-President, Canadian Brownfields Network
• chris.desousa@torontomu.ca
• Reactivate Brownfields Research Lab 

https://www.brownfieldsresearchlab.com/



Vibrant Shores → Industrial Engines → Contaminated Sites 

Montreal’s Lachine Canal 
(Parks Canada)

Vancouver’s False Creek
(Viewpoint Vancouver)

Toronto Port Lands
(Blog TO)



Contaminated Sites + Sustainable 
Development + Market Preferences = Coastal 
Revitalization of Brownfields

Canada & 
UK

Regional 
Growth 

Management

USA
Economic 

Development 
& Renewal

• Infill, re-use, redevelopment, 
revitalization focused

• Cleanup, habitat/ecological 
restoration, reconnected 
infrastructure, recreation

• Government/stakeholder 
roles/partnerships

People/Consumers/Markets Desire a Re-connection to the Water



Contaminated/Derelict Brownfields → Waterfront Communities

Montreal’s Lachine Canal 
(Parks Canada) Vancouver’s False Creek

Toronto Port Lands vision
(Globe and Mail)



Sustainable Brownfield Redevelopment:
Social Equity, Environmental Justice, and 
Gentrification

• Stimulating redevelopment and investment 
is the key motivator/rationale

• Greening is the most popular feature 

• Social motivations/interventions tend to 
focus on removing blight, improving 
aesthetics, and providing community spaces 
and activities.

• Economic motivations emphasize re-
investment and new employment.



Enhancing Social Equity & Environmental Justice: 
Tools for Revitalization while Limiting Gentrification

• Community representation, engagement and the empowerment of champions.

• Expanding the role of, and increasing support for, non-profits, particularly 
when tackling complex social and environmental justice issues.

• Broadening and entrenching social equity objectives and metrics in Plans.

• Policy and funding tools tied to explicit social (& environmental) outcomes: 
technical assistance, Community Benefit Agreements, inclusionary zoning 
(supported by density & funding), community programming, etc.

• Mindfulness of the market and supporting public, private, and non-profit 
projects that are economically and operationally viable.



More and More Projects are pointing in the right 
direction

Zibi Project, Ottawa, Ontario

Image Source: Zibi Master Plan, Perkins+Will (2015) 

Northlands Dënesųłiné First 

Nation– Lac Brochet, Manitoba



Menomonee Valley, 
Milwaukee, WI

Over Two Decades 
of Best Practice



Science, Monitoring, 
Education

Infrastructure 
Improvements

Courtesy of MVP

Economic Development

Private Investments 

Sustainable Plans, Design, & Employment Guidelines

Stormwater Management

Riverbank Restoration

Public, Private, and Non-profit Partnerships & 
Leadership

MVBI Report 2013
Environment
• Water Quality
• Air Quality
• Land Cover & Habitat
• Flora & Fauna

Community
• Housing
• Crime
• Health
• Arts & Events

Economy
• Employment
• Commercial Property
• Business
• Infrastructure & Access

Community Connections & 
Activities



Thank You & Questions
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