
Michael Ogden, founding princi-
pal of Santa Fe, New Mexico–based 
Natural Systems International, agreed 
that the new reality is that water sup-
plies are limited and pointed out that 
people currently waste a lot of water. 
An integrative design process leads to 
better solutions, he said. “Every engi-
neer and developer already knows 
that water is part of a natural system; 
the problem is the regulatory system 
doesn’t understand this.” Ogden also 
discussed the connections between 
water use and energy and water use 
and food production.

Innovative solutions like this were 
the order of the day at the sympo-
sium. Andy Lipkis, executive direc-
tor of Tree People in Los Angeles, 
discussed using trees and forest-
inspired technologies to make cities 
more sustainable while mitigating 
floods, drought, air pollution, and 
global warming. Gail Thomas, presi-
dent of the Trinity Trust in Dallas, 
talked about the role of rivers in 
restoring “soul” and vitality to cities. 

Conference participants also got a 
look at water issues from the public 
sector perspective, with presenta-
tions by Deanna Archuletta, deputy 
assistant secretary for water and sci-
ence for the U.S. Department of the 
Interior; David Modeer, general man-
ager of the Central Arizona Project 
in Phoenix; and Jeffrey Kightlinger, 
general manager of the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California.

From water-independent buildings, 
low-impact landscapes, and water 
harvesting to the idea of a developer 
serving as a water utility, the sym-
posium examined best practices at 
every scale and in every setting.

As modern society runs short of its 
most indispensable resource and the 

planet’s renewable water ecosystems 
become depleted, water will become 
an issue of growing importance to 
public officials, developers, and citi-
zens. What the ULI water symposium 
made clear, however, is that despite 
the challenges, there exists the inge-
nuity, the technology, and the oppor-
tunity to solve the problem in ways 
that are good for both business and 
the environment.

Edward T.  McMahon  is the ULI/Charles  
E. Fraser Chair for Sustainable Development  
and Environmental Policy and a senior resident  
fellow at ULI.

For more details on the symposium, visit 
the Adapting to a Drier West website, 
www.uli.org/ResearchAndPublications/
CenterforBalancedDevelopmentintheWest/
AdaptingtoaDrierWest.

Coalition Pushes for 
New Ways to Fund 
U.S. Infrastructure
Building America’s Future, a broad 
coalition of public officials and pri-
vate organizations, including ULI, 
held a news conference January 20 
on Capitol Hill to voice support for 
greater investment in infrastructure 
and urged President Obama and 
members of Congress to make cre-
ation of a national infrastructure bank 
a top domestic priority for 2010.

“We are in desperate need of 
movement,” said Pennsylvania 
Governor Ed Rendell, cochairman 
of Building America’s Future. “Infra-
structure is still the nation’s best 
job creator. A national infrastructure 
bank would bring the best ideas of 
the public sector along with the best 
ideas of the private sector together 

to produce jobs and rebuild Ameri-
ca’s infrastructure.”

Rendell expressed the need for 
both presidential leadership and 
congressional cooperation in creating 
a new system for long-term funding 
that is based on merit. The current 
system is inadequate because it 
results in the incompatibility of work 
among various states, he said. 

There is concern about funding 
and how a national infrastructure 
bank would fit into the current 
system. ULI executive vice president 
Maureen McAvey emphasized the 
need to drop what has not worked 
and adopt systems that have proved 
effective. “Europe, China, and Japan 

have all used infrastructure banks to 
fund major, cross-border projects of 
long-lasting significance,” she said. 
“A financing tool like the national 
infrastructure bank should operate 
as a bank, independently underwrit-
ing loans to important projects. This 
would bring billions of new money, 
private and public, to invest in 
sorely needed modernization and 
new construction. As population 
continues to expand and metropoli-
tan areas grow, this is essential.”

The coalition also includes 
cochairs California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger and New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg, and Los 
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Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, as 
well as representatives from the Brook-
ings Institution, the American Public 
Transportation Association, and the 
American Society of Civil Engineers.

For more information, visit Building America’s Future  
at www.BAFuture.org.

Federal Infrastructure 
Update: Transportation 
Authorization Delayed, 
but Initiatives Continue  
Congress has passed the third exten-
sion of the law authorizing the federal 
surface transportation program, which 
expired at the end of September. The 
old law will now remain in effect until 
the end of February. While it is begin-
ning to look increasingly unlikely that a 
long-term authorization of a revamped 
federal surface transportation program 
will find its way onto the crowded 
federal agenda for this year, new initia-
tives continue to move forward.

Other federal developments affecting 
infrastructure include the following:
l New transit grant programs. High-
lighting the importance of transit to 
urban development and access to 
jobs, the Obama administration’s 
joint U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT), Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD), and Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Livability 
Initiative announced its first grant 
programs. The Federal Transit Admin-
istration (FTA) has packaged $280 
million in unallocated funds into two 
grant programs: one funds urban 
circulators, including streetcars and 
buses, while the other focuses on 
buses alone. 

Maureen McAvey, 
ULI executive 
vice president, 
participated in a 
January 20 news 
conference on 
Capitol Hill to 
voice support for 
greater investment 
in infrastructure.
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muter rail investments; $50 billion 
was requested in applications from 
across the country. The $1.5 billion 
Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) program, 
which will fund projects that promote 
livability and sustainability, received 
$57 billion in applications. Both pro-
grams provide models for a more 
competitive, merit-based approach 
to distribution of federal transporta-
tion dollars. 

Rachel MaccleeRy  is managing director of 
ULI’s infrastructure initiative group.

New York City, 
Washington, D.C., 
Approve Landmark 
Building Efficiency 
Legislation
The most aggressive legislation to 
date in any U.S. city to improve 
energy efficiency in buildings was 
passed recently by the New York City 
Council. Among the provisions of the 
Greener, Greater Buildings Plan—a 
package of four bills passed indi-
vidually by a large majority—is that 
energy audits and retrocommission-
ing must be performed once every 
ten years for buildings exceeding 
50,000 square feet (4,600 sq m).

Also, for private buildings that 
exceed 50,000 square feet (4,600 

sq m) and public buildings over 
10,000 square feet (930 sq m), it 
calls for annual Energy Star perfor-
mance benchmarking and public 
disclosure of energy and water 
use information, as well as light-
ing upgrades and submetering of 
tenant spaces.

Finally, it calls for creation of a New 
York City energy code that existing 
buildings must meet upon renovation.

The legislation also introduced 
a workforce development initia-
tive that will train workers for new 
energy efficiency–focused jobs, as 
well as a financing program using 
$16 million in federal stimulus funds 
to provide loans to property owners 
for energy-efficiency retrofits such 
as new lighting, windows, or heat-
ing, ventilation, and air-conditioning 
systems. These provisions will make 
existing buildings perform in a more 
energy-efficient manner, and the 
mandatory disclosure requirements 
will contribute new energy perfor-
mance information to the competi-
tive marketplace.

Use of the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager rating system—a public 
online database available through 
www.epa.gov—aligns the New York 
City legislation with a similar mandate 
recently passed in Washington, D.C. 

As of January 1, Washington build-
ing owners are required to measure 
the energy use of commercial proper-
ties under a new law aimed at reduc-

developments

While small, both programs use 
the administration’s six livability prin-
ciples—provide more transportation 
choices; promote equitable, affordable 
housing; enhance economic competi-
tiveness; support existing communi-
ties; coordinate policies and leverage 
investment; and value communities 
and neighborhoods—to inform their 
evaluation criteria. The urban circula-
tors program pays special attention 
to projects that support develop-
ment or redevelopment, recogniz-
ing the importance of mixed uses in 
high-quality pedestrian environments. 
Both programs also give priority to 
projects that involve the private sector, 
including financial commitments from 
abutting property owners. 
l New evaluation criteria for tran-
sit. On January 13, FTA announced 
a major change to the evaluation 
criteria it uses to evaluate applica-
tions for federal transit funding. New 
guidelines will be based on livability 
issues such as economic develop-
ment opportunities and environmen-
tal benefits, as well as the current 
primary criteria, cost and time saved. 

“Our new policy for selecting 
major transit projects will work to 
promote livability rather than hinder 
it,” said Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood. “We want to base our deci-

sions on how much transit helps the 
environment, how much it improves 
development opportunities, and 
how it makes our communities 
better places to live.” 
l Sustainable communities grant 
funding. The DOT-HUD-EPA partner-
ship got a boost in the recently 
signed appropriations bill that funded 
$150 million for the Sustainable Com-
munities Initiative’s regional planning 
and community challenge grant pro-
grams. The grants are to be used to 
link transportation and land use plan-
ning and to reduce barriers to creation 
of affordable, economically vital, and 
sustainable communities. Details on 
eligible projects and evaluation cri-
teria are expected early this year. 
l Expanded eligibility for FTA fund-
ing. Of interest to those working on 
development around transit, the FTA 
closed the comment period in Janu-
ary on a new policy that lengthens 
the definition of walking distance 
to transit and recognizes the bicycle/
transit connection, which expands the 
eligibility of pedestrian and bicycle 
facilities for FTA funding. According to 
the proposed regulations, “all pedes-
trian improvements located within 
one-half mile [0.8 km] and all bicycle 
improvements located within three 
miles [4.8 km] of a public transporta-
tion stop or station shall have a de 
facto physical and functional relation-
ship to public transportation.”
l Infrastructure in jobs bill. Infra-
structure is featured in the Jobs for 
Main Street Act, 2010, passed by 
the House just before the December 
recess and not yet scheduled for 
consideration in the Senate. The bill 
provides an additional $27.5 billion for 
surface transportation (mostly high-
ways), $8.4 billion for transit, $800 
million for Amtrak, $500 million for 
aviation, and $1 billion for the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund. 
l Awards expected in mid-February. 
DOT is expected to announce awards 
in two new competitive transporta-
tion programs funded under the 
2009 stimulus bill. The bill allocated 
$8 billion for high-speed and com-
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“We’ll finally be able to make the case for investing in popular 

streetcar projects and other transit systems that people want— 

and that our old ways of doing business didn’t value enough.”
—U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, referring to the Obama administration’s decision to 
reverse guidelines put in place by the Bush administration that called for evaluating new transit 
projects largely by how much they cost and how much travel time they would save. The Obama 
administration will establish new guidelines that take livability into account, evaluating projects 
also by their environmental, community, and economic benefits, he said.

From “Administration Loosens Purse Strings for Transit Projects,” by Michael Cooper, New York 
Times, January 14, page A25.
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